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PRESTWICK ST NICHOLAS GOLF CLUB 

 
Interim Review - November 2021  

From the Captain 

 

As you are all aware, the last 18 months have been among the most difficult in the Club’s history. I should 

have assumed the role of Club Captain at the AGM in March 2020 and by now should be mostly an 

interested observer seeing in my year as Past Captain. But then along came Covid and the rest is history! 

Despite all the lockdowns and social distancing measures of the last 18 months or so I am pleased to report 

that the Club is on a sound financial footing and has ridden out the worst of the situation. The September 

accounts show a healthy surplus however the Club has received over £70,000 in job support and various 

grants this year as well as having a second year of rates holiday and without these factors a substantial loss 

would have accrued. 

Once again, our staff have performed above and beyond the call of duty. We have received many 

compliments about the condition of the course not least of which came from competitors in the Arrol Cup 

and the organisers of the televised Junior Team Golf Home Nations Championship both of which were 

played here in September. My thanks go to John and his team for all their hard work this year. 

We all had concerns that the re-opening of the Club’s bar and catering service might suffer from a lack of 

customer confidence however the support we have received from our members has been remarkable, so 

much so that we are trading well above budget. A great deal of credit must go to Grant and his team who 

have worked hard to provide a safe and hygienic environment for all to enjoy as well as for providing 

excellent quality food and drink and a first-class level of service.  

Managing Secretary Eddie and his team of Margaret Low and Margaret Dalziel continue to do sterling work 

in the office looking after the Club’s affairs and membership queries and I am sure all members will join me 

in wishing Eddie a long and peaceful retirement. The process for finding Eddie’s replacement has already 

started and we are hoping to have the right person in place to work alongside Eddie for a few weeks prior 

to his departure in April next year to ensure a smooth transition. 

As you know, Prestwick St Nicholas is a very busy Club at the best of times and the recent Pandemic has 

created a situation where many of our members were able to play the course more often than usual 

resulting in footfall on the course being at an all time high. I am committed to seeing a reduction in the 

overall number of playing members both to limit wear on the course and also to make access to tee times 

easier. We currently have a waiting list of 22 for Ordinary membership and it is likely that only a handful of 



Captain’s Interim Review – 26 November 2021 

them will be invited to join the Club in the new subscription year. It may well be that the Constitutional 

limits for the various categories of membership will require to be further revised downwards. 

As well as all the day to day issues that affect our Golf Club, we are about to embark on our ambitious 

project to replace the current irrigation system with a ‘state of the art’ system befitting of a Club of our 

status and in accordance with our stated aim, contained in the current three - year plan, “to provide our 

membership with a course and clubhouse, set up and maintained to the highest possible standards’’  

Work on the irrigation system will commence in January 2022 and the entire project is scheduled to be 

completed by the end of April 2022 at the latest. Over 120 members have elected to pay the £550 lump 

sum levy payment which has helped reduce the overall borrowing requirement. 

I would like to make special mention of Honorary President Gordon McKinlay who agreed to stay on for an 

extra year in office. His help and advice have been invaluable and I wish him well for the remainder of his 

term. 

Finally, my thanks go to my Committee for their hard work and also to you, the members, for your support 

over what has been a difficult period for the Club. 

Neil Foggo – Club Captain 

Membership 

 

At the time of writing the total membership of the Club stands at 967 compared with 1018 at the end of 

December 2020. The playing membership of the Club excluding juniors is currently 791 compared to 838 

last December. 

At present the Ordinary membership category stands at 428 which is down 9 from the start of the year and 

we currently have a waiting list of 22. Senior Ordinary membership is currently full. 

Associate membership numbers currently stand at 149, down 14 from the start of the year. Associate 

membership is now closed to new applicants and transfers into Associate will only be allowed when the 

numbers fall below 125. 

Country and Overseas membership numbers are down 6 and 4 respectively. The junior section numbers 

are currently 58 down 8 from the beginning of the year and there are currently 56 Intermediate members 

down from 59 at the start of the year. 

2022 Membership Projections 

The AGM held in March 2021 voted through a reduction in the Ordinary Membership category from 475 to 

425. Current projections are that by the end of May 2022 there will be approximately 410 Ordinary 

members before any consideration is given to admitting some applicants on the waiting list. 
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The Associate membership category is closed to new applicants. The Constitutional limit was amended 

downwards to 125 at the March 2021 AGM. Current projections are that by the end of May there will be 

134 Associate members which would mean that by the end of May 2023 the limit of 125 is likely to be 

achieved. 

The policy of the current Committee is to try to reduce membership levels in the two main categories of 

membership to reduce footfall on the course and improve access to tee times particularly in the winter 

when tee times are at a premium.  

A MacLeod – Membership Convener 

Links. 

 

Part of the roles and responsibilities of the Links Convener requires him or her to work closely with the 
Head Greenkeeper John MacLachlan and his team. The Convener meets with John on a regular basis and 
has conducted numerous course inspections with him. He has also examined other issues including 
staffing, training, budget, health & safety and the antiquated irrigation system, which is covered in more 
detail in the Project Manager, Vice-Captain Colin Ramsay's report.  
 
The Links Convener attends a monthly Management Meeting chaired by the Captain Neil Foggo, in 
attendance with Vice-Captain Colin Ramsay, Past Captain Stuart Millar, Managing Secretary Eddie Prentice 
and Head Greenkeeper John MacLachlan. He also presents a written Links report prior to each Committee 
meeting normally held on the last Thursday of every month 
 
Both meetings are minuted and subject to an audit trail. This is vital practice to ensure John and his team 
have a clear understanding of the work required to be carried out, and if challenged, can produce the 
documentary evidence highlighting the work approved.  
 
The main objective for Committee this year in respect of the Links was to ensure it was presented in the 
best possible condition. Presentation and maintenance are the two priorities. We will take cognisance of 
members’ suggestions, if proportionate, justified and realistic. Once they have received Committee 
approval, we will implement them.  
 
The Course 

As we are now approaching the end of a rather unusual golfing season, I am now glad to say we are 

eventually getting back to a bit of normality. Although unusual, this has still proved to be a very busy and 

successful season on the Links. Visitor numbers have been restricted which has hopefully resulted in a few 

extra rounds for our own members. To date over 9,000 extra recorded rounds of golf have been played 

over the Links this season compared to previous years. 
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It was agreed by Committee early in the season that additional expenditure would be allocated to keep the 

Links in a sustainable and acceptable condition over the whole year. This extra expenditure proved to be 

very beneficial as it allowed surfactants and bio-stimulants to be sprayed, which assisted in promoting 

germination of any grass seed applied to fairways, semi rough and walkways.  

As you may have noticed members now have the option of playing from the medal tee at the 10th hole all 

season. Over 400 tonnes of soil were added to the back left hand side of this tee which enabled the tee to 

be extended, thereby allowing wear to be spread over a larger area.  

 

Work was carried out extending the front of the 7th tee and installing steps and a sleeper style retaining 

wall. This resulted in many favourable comments by members, therefore a decision has been made to 

extend this project by installing an identical style sleeper wall to the front of the medal tee. This has been 

included in this year's winter programme. 

Steps were added to the banking directly behind the 5th green and the 12th medal tee. This again has 

proved to be a popular addition and also helps prevent wear and reduce compaction. 

Eco bunkers are a large part of this year's winter programme. A total of 13 are scheduled to be built. This 

style of bunker is becoming more popular around links courses in the U.K. 

 

  

The extension to the 13th tee is now well under development with over 200 tonne of sub soil added to this 

area. Top soil will then be added at a depth of 18 inches before levelling and turfing commences. Weather 

permitting it is intended to have this tee completed mid-December, which will allow appropriate irrigation 

sprinklers to be installed in conjunction with the new irrigation system.  

The winter programme has been published on the members’ website with the addition of hard copies 

posted on the Gents’ and Ladies’ notice-boards. 

Now that this year's growing season is coming to an end, aeration work to the tees and greens is due to 

commence. This will be carried out by verti-draining, using 12mm tines set to a depth of 280mm.  

Temporary greens have been cut and will only be in play during extreme weather conditions or when work 

is being carried out to the main greens. The temporary greens have been marked with white lines and 

must be treated as ground under repair.  
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White posts have been placed throughout the golf course. Members are required to use fairway mats at all 

times with the exception of the winter foursomes and a handful of Ladies’ County ties as highlighted by an 

email circulated by the Match and Handicap Convener. Please note fairway mats can be purchased from 

the Pro shop.  

In conclusion I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the membership for their support and 

assistance throughout the season. 

Jim Downie - Links Convenor    

New Irrigation System Update 

Following on from the Special General Meeting held on 09 September 2021 when members gave their 

unanimous approval, the contract for the new irrigation system was signed on the 24th September 2021.  

The actual on-site work will commence towards the end of January 2022 with an expected completion date 

of the end April 2022. The contractor, Turf Irrigation Services Ltd has placed all the material purchase orders 

for the long lead time components and is confident that their delivery dates will meet our scheduled 

requirements. The contractor has also advised that they could deploy an extra team to protect our 

completion date if required.  

The Golf Club also has a contract in place with Irriplan Ltd to act as our consultant and project engineers to 
ensure that all items of the system design and installation proceed as per the design. Their first visit to the 
course will be in early February to mark out the course for all the sprinkler head positions. 
 
The irrigation installation has been planned to minimise overall disruption to our members and the course 
will remain open at all times, with a maximum of two holes being closed at any time. However, the outdoor 
practice facility will be closed as this will be used as the storage compound for all the underground pipes 
and, as there are over 15 miles of them, it needs a big storage area. The indoor practice facility will remain 
open. The area behind the Salt Pans will also be used as the contractor’s main site compound and as 4-off 
20-foot containers, as well as a self-contained office will be located there, this area will also be off limits to 
members. 
 
Colin Ramsay – Vice-Captain and Irrigation System Project Manager  
 
Finance 

 

After the disruption caused by the pandemic last year, and for the first four months of 2021, we are 

pleased to report that the Club finances are robust and that we are finishing the current financial year on a 

sound financial footing. As reported previously, this is in no small measure thanks to the extensive funding 

provided under the Government’s Job Retention Scheme and the prompt actions initiated by your 

Committee to reduce expenditure as much as was reasonably practical last year. 

The budget for 2021 was produced just as the Club was going into a further lockdown when no one was 

able to predict the future course of the pandemic and the Government’s reaction to it. As such, a 

pessimistic view was taken of the Club’s income streams on the basis that lockdown, travel restrictions and 
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social distancing measures might continue for some considerable time. Committee also took the view that 

even after the country came out of lockdown there could be a reluctance on the part of some members 

and visitors alike to come to the Club and use the Club’s facilities with an associated impact on bar and 

catering revenues and visitor income. There was also a concern that more members than usual would 

resign when membership renewal came around. 

In the eventuality, none of these things happened with the result that the accounts for the period to 

September 2021 are much better than forecast. Commendably, the membership has supported the Club in 

numbers with the result that bar and catering turnover is nearly £47,000 up on budget. Subscription 

income is in line with budget and joining fees are around £7,000 higher than forecast. Visitor income is 

nearly £47,000 higher than budget as the demand for golf seems to be stronger than ever with most golf 

courses in Ayrshire reporting increased footfall. 

The improvement in the Club’s financial position has allowed for additional expenditure on the Links and 

on overdue work on the car park and the repainting of the Clubhouse exterior. 

Cash reserves are strong at present however this is before any payment has been made in respect of the 

new irrigation system and as was pointed out at the recent SGM, the Club’s bank balances will reduce 

significantly by the middle of April next year. As stated at the SGM, barring unforeseen circumstances, the 

balances will be maintained at no less than £100k throughout. 

E D Prentice - Managing Secretary    T A Greig – Finance Convenor 

MATCH AND HANDICAP  

     and                                

With our golfing season being back to a new normal it has been a very busy time for our hard-working Match 

and Handicap Secretaries. A big thank you to Gordon and Jim and Mara and her team for ensuring our 

competitions ran smoothly and for helping members with any Handicap issues. 

Congratulations go to all our competition winners this year. 

Ladies Club Champion was Liz Stewart and Gents Club Champion was Sandy Buchanan and Sandy also won 

the Arrol Cup. Senior Club Champion was Iain McCall and Coila Cup Champion was Alex McCallum. Junior 

Club Champion was Dylan Cairns and Junior Coila Cup Champion was Lewis Glover.  

Both Ladies and Gents sections were able to hold their Annual Dinner and Prize Giving evenings which were 

enjoyed by all.Our Winter Foursomes winners from 2019/2020, Bill Cumming and Rodney Collins went on to 

win through the knock out stages and to compete in the regional finals at Slaley Hall. Well done to them 

both on this great achievement. 

Every 5 years there is a Tri-angular Match between ourselves, Prestwick and Lanark Golf Club who were all 

founded in 1851. This year the event was hosted by Prestwick and delighted to say that we retained the 

Trophy. 
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Our Winter Foursomes have just started and I wish everyone taking part the best of luck. Hope everyone has 

an enjoyable and healthy festive season.  

Stuart Glasgow - Match & Handicap Convenor 

House 

Since the beginning of April this year a number of projects, big and small have been carried out in and 

around the Clubhouse, the following are the main ones of interest. 

The wooden doors at the rear entrance to the clubhouse have been replaced and the new oak doors have 

been treated with oil to protect them. Some members have commented that the doors stand out too 

much following the recent painting of the clubhouse, so committee have agreed to allow them to weather 

this winter and next year they will be re-stained with a darker covering.  

 

The Clubhouse (pictured above before the re-decoration) has received a recent makeover and is looking 

resplendent in its new white coat. The guttering and soffit boards have all been painted black. The old 

metal handrails have been replaced by new timber ones and these should wear better than the previous 

metal rails, thereby reducing maintenance.  

The vestibule at the rear entrance to the clubhouse was not included in the specification when the 

clubhouse was repainted, but this has been decorated and rear entrance looks much better than 

previously and is now more in keeping with the recently decorated exterior. My thanks to Stuart Glasgow 

for his assistance with the decorating. 

The flat roof in the well of the building was resealed with bitumen paint (two coats) prior to the repairs 

mentioned under point number 5. My thanks to Stuart Millar for his assistance with this task. 

The broken panes of glass in the well of the building above the main reception area (where the trophy 

cabinets are) have been replaced with new panes and this should stop the ingress of water we have been 

experiencing recently.  

The false ceiling above the trophy cabinets has been cleaned out and all the faulty strip lights have been 

repaired. 

A security sensor light has been fitted to illuminate the putting green area to deter potential intruders, 

following an attempted break-in. 

The potholes in the car park have been repaired and the car park has been re-lined thereby making the 

parking bays more prominent and the old rusty poles in the car park posts have been removed and 

replaced with galvanized chain and the concrete posts painted white. 

The lighting issues in the John Gray Lounge are well documented and repairs/replacements are in hand 

with the lighting hoping to be fully functional prior to the commencement of the Festive Season functions. 

David Coid – House Convener  
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Marketing and Social Media 

There has been a good level of activity on the members Facebook page and a marked increase in the 

number of posts made on the Club’s public Facebook page. This was part of the remit, to make more posts 

and to make them relevant to the people who follow our pages. I have also been posting on the Golf 

Courses of Scotland Facebook page and these posts have well received by those who follow this page.  

The items posted are a general mix of historic articles and photographs on our members page and I have 

been pleased so many other members have also been posting on our page. The club has a Twitter account 

and I make posts on Twitter from time to time.  

As you may know, Prestwick Town was voted best High Street recently and the Business Association were 

awarded funding, some of which they have used to build a website called visit Prestwick.co.uk The club has 

a link on this website to directing visitors to our website if they are interested in local golf.  

The club has been working in conjunction with Chris Knight, who kindly offered his services to assist the 

Club design a potential new website. Work on this is progressing well and more to follow hopefully soon. 

The club received good coverage in the Ayrshire Post follow the successful Tom Morris Memorial Day we 

held in June this year. The competition will be added to the fixture card next year for the trophy to played 

for annually.  

The club is working with Scotland Where Golf Began who are a collaboration of stakeholders from the golf 

tourism industry in Scotland that has evolved from the East of Scotland Golf Tourism Alliance. There are 

numerous benefits to our club in being members and they will assist us in achieving our marketing 

objectives. 

David Coid – Marketing and Social Media Convener 

Archives 

With the ongoing restrictions around Covid, your archivists have not been as active as they would have like 

to have been over the previous 12 months. However, we have continued to post articles on the members 

Facebook page based around the history of our club or other articles of general interest.  

We are now in a position to scan the minutes books and save them electronically. This has prompted us to 

look at transferring the minutes onto a word format, thereby allowing us the opportunity to research 

individuals or events more easily. This will be a long-term programme and Murray and I are extremely 

grateful to Jane Belford for her offer of assistance with this project.  

We have been slowly adding to our collection of hickory clubs, particularly ones relevant to previous club 

professionals and to Prestwick clubmakers and hope to be able to display these when space allows.  

 

David Coid and Murray Bothwell - Club Archivists (Pictured) 
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Health and Safety 

Fortunately, there have been very few incidents on the course this year although the sixth hole continues 

to be problematical with members and non-members driving off before the bell has been rung resulting in 

a number of near misses. Please make sure that one member of your party rings the bell to indicate to the 

game behind that it is safe to drive.  

Shouting ‘Fore’ still seems to be an issue for some members so please make sure that if you hit a wayward 

shot, shout ‘Fore’ loudly if there is any chance at all that someone may be in range. Failure to do so could 

result in what happened to this unfortunate chap…………… 

  

Social Report 

April 26th 2021 was another memorable day in the calendar as the Club House re-opened after four months 

of being closed due to the everlasting Pandemic. 

Members were elated to enter the Club House and enjoy a more relaxed chat and enjoy some food.                                 

There were restrictions and movements put in place with one-way systems, track and trace and the 

wearing of masks, these were government rules and help to keep everyone safe.    

New menus and new dishes were introduced along with breakfast choices.   Two course menus introduced 

and notified to members each week; this has gone very well each week.    

An outside area with seating and a Gazebo was created to assist those who still were apprehensive about 

visiting the Club House.  The scorching weather this year enhanced this area and was very popular. 

 

As with all hospitality venues, staffing has been an issue, however Grant has effectively managed this with 

part-time staff and with the assistance of Doreen who has now been appointed Deputy Club Steward.   

The Rotary Club of Prestwick now hold their meetings in the Club and the Ayrshire Branch Retired Police 

Officers Association meet a few times a year also. This is good business for the Club and we hope it 

continues. 
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There have been a few social functions taken place with full numbers and wonderful to see the lounge 

busy, the Christmas festivities are all fully booked with additional Christmas bookings from members 

groups during December. 

The Club House has proven to be a focal point for a lot of members and Grant and his staff have been very 

grateful to all members who have supported them during this difficult time and thanks everyone.   

Katie Hodge - Bar, Catering and Social Convenor 

Junior Section. 

 

The junior section continues to be well supported and is thriving across all age groups within the Club. 

The Little Nicks section continue to grow from strength to strength and is well supported by Annette 

Paterson and a great group of helpers. This is the absolute lifeblood of the junior section, as it is the 

launchpad for most juniors to learn the fundamentals of the game which they then take up with them 

through the ranks. This group meets on Sundays, is very popular with a waiting list for a place. 

Following on from the Little Nicks, is the group of 5-holers – which is where the kids learn to play more on 

the course and develop more skills around the game. This season has been pretty exciting as for the first 

time, there have been Flag Championships at Royal Troon in which 8 of our 5-holers competed and also the 

Super-Sixes, in which our juniors competed against Turnberry and Irvine Golf Clubs. Both events are part of 

the SGU participation events.  

The 18-hole section has produced some great golf this season, with tournaments won and handicaps 

slashed in the process! Dylan Cairns won the junior club championship for a 3rd season, and followed up 

this fine form into national events which amounted to a 5th place ranking across Scotland for the U 16 age 

group. This led to a call up for the U16 quadrangular squad to play in Wales next year. 

Connor Wills was also instrumental in helping Ayrshire County win the Scottish Boys Area Team 

Championships at Dullatur Golf Club in September. 

Following on from these successes at national level – many others (too many to mention) won various 

Open Tournaments across the country, in what proved to be a very successful and lucrative season for our 

juniors on the road! 

The Junior/Senior event was held in the summer and proved to be very popular and enjoyable. This was 

won by the ‘Meney twins’ alongside their dad and Gordon Wilson. The Texas Scramble format seemed very 

popular. 

The overall Junior Open winner was our very own, Rory Watson. 

The teams this year competed incredibly well for most being in their first season playing competitive golf. 

The under 18 team finished middle of their group, whereas the under 16 team of Lewis Glover, Connor 
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Hunter, Harris Vennard and Ethan McMurdo made it to the final, where they were narrowly beaten by 

Irvine GC. 

Finally, Luke Jones was selected to be the Junior Captain for the coming season following on from Patrick 

Smiley. Luke is a very promising golfer, and someone whom all the juniors look up to. We all wish him all 

the best. 

All-in-all it’s been a very busy and successful junior season,  

Thank you to everyone for your support with the section, a special thanks also to the volunteers who give 

up their free time to help. It is all very much appreciated. 

Sean Manson - Junior Convenor. 

Ladies Section  

 

After the disappointments of 2020 we were looking forward to picking up our Fixture List from March 2021. 

With some restrictions still in place our March competitions were reduced to two and events like the Spring 

Greensomes were cancelled but other than that we enthusiastically looked forward to a more positive 

golfing experience in 2021. In April we held a modified Spring Fun Night – modified because we were still 

unable to enjoy a meal in the Clubhouse – but everyone received a small Easter egg and bunch of daffodils 

which was appreciated by the ladies who took part and we were blessed with a lovely sunny afternoon. 

Thereafter we pressed on with the Fixture List, making minor modifications as required to accommodate the 

Covid restrictions. This mostly impacted on the post golf catering arrangements and Club Steward, Grant 

was always helpful in advising us what was appropriate. 

The month of May saw 38 ladies taking part in the Captain v Vice Captain match with the VC team coming 

out on top. 36 couples took part in Ladies Day on the 15th of the month and at the end of the month, on a 

warm, sunny and wind free Sunday 36 members and guests took part in the Invitation 4s. 

This year has been a good year weather wise with very little negative impact on the fixtures. Unfortunately, 

the exception to this was Captain’s Day on 24 June with incessant rain from start to finish. Although spirits 

were somewhat dampened, 40 ladies played for which I was truly grateful. Despite the weather we still had 

our treats table at the 14th tee which provided welcome succour to very wet golfers. We ended the day with 

a lovely meal in the lounge in a very convivial atmosphere. 

We were relieved that the Betty Singleton Open was able to go ahead on 30 July. Thanks to our main 

organiser Sheila McDougall and a lot of hard work from the committee and volunteers we had a very 

successful day with 86 couples competing. Due to very generous cash donations from our members which 

funded our raffle table we managed to raise approximately £1,300 for my charity, MS Society. Sadly, the 

lovely trophy was not won by a Prestwick St Nicholas couple but perhaps next year? 
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Our usual inter club matches took place with West Kilbride and The Irvine GC with one win and one loss. The 

Louise Crooks Match with St Cuthbert ladies ended in a win for St Cuthbert which was a bit disappointing on 

my watch but we took the view that they have only borrowed the trophy for one year. The most positive 

aspect of these events is the friendly spirit in which the matches are played and the lasting ties which are 

forged between the respective ladies’ sections. 

Sadly, one of the few casualties of the Covid restrictions this year was the Annual Outing, travel by coach not 

really being a viable option, but undaunted we organised a “Staycation Outing” at home followed by 

afternoon tea in the lounge and this was well supported. 

In August, Past Captains’ Day took place on a lovely sunny Saturday. 12 ladies competed for the trophy and 

6 ladies took part in the Putting Competition.  This was followed by a lovely meal in the Dining Room   

In September we hosted the Centenary Tri-am with West Kilbride and Irvine GC. We had agreement to stage 

a Shotgun start which works so well for this event. 54 ladies took part and all enjoyed a post golf buffet 

lunch. We were privileged to be joined for lunch by two of the ladies who inaugurated this competition – 

Gladys Wallace and Nancy Chisholm. 

52 ladies attended a very successful Annual Dinner and Prizegiving at the end of October.  

Having summarised a very successful season of golf and social events, it would be remiss of me to ignore the 

fact that this has been achieved without a Vice Captain which means that we have still been unable to 

identify someone to take over the Captaincy of the Ladies Section when my tenure ends in February 2022. 

This is something the Committee is continuing to address.  

Ann Cumming, Captain of the Ladies Section     

The Mixed Group  

 
The last two years have been very difficult for the Mixed Group - the very nature of the Group and the way 

it conducts its activities was counter to the restrictions and laws imposed during the Pandemic and thus we 

could not play in our usual way or, and most importantly, gather afterwards in the Clubhouse to enlarge 

the friendships we have developed over the years. So as a result, we had to stop until the restrictions 

changed and we could both play together and sit down as a group in the Clubhouse. Eventually Grant gave 

us the OK to resume our socialising but distancing meaning we had to sit all over the lounge in small groups 

at many tables. 
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We restarted again at the end of October and are slowly returning to normal. Our numbers are rising 

slowly - back to pre-pandemic levels and we are getting back into the swing again, with the variety of 

formats and team compositions creating the old fun and friendship and can we say 'competitiveness' 

coming back. It is nice to see smiling faces and a great ' atmosphere' in the Clubhouse after our games - 

'life is returning to normal'!! 

 

If anyone would like to join us, please let Malcolm Bee know on MalcolmBBee@aol.com or if you have not 

got the e-mails, and used to get them, about activities as we restart also let me know. All are welcome - 

you don't need to be a couple - single men and women who would like to play mixed golf are welcome to 

join us. You don't have to be invited - just let us know 

 

Our next two Outings are on Sunday December 5th and Sunday December 19th and we play after 12.00 so 

that all can be included. The 19th December is our Christmas Game and Meal 

 

If you want any further info about this Group, please contact me on the e-mail above or speak to anyone in 

the Group to learn more about Mixed Golf at St Nicholas  

 

Malcolm Bee – Organiser 

Monday Morning Seniors Group. 
 

 
The Monday Seniors Group was started in July 2013 with a view to providing a relaxed format for non - 
competitive golf for members over the age of 55. This has proved to be an excellent vehicle for new 
members to get to know others of a similar age, both on the course and in the Clubhouse later. 
 
First Monday each month is a stableford ‘Counter’ - best 3 Stableford point scores from 6 available games 
wins a prize. Other weeks we have a variety of formats playing off the yellow tees, stableford points 
/putter grip gimmes.  
 
9-hole version of events will be incorporated e.g. when poor weather prevails Three special events take 
place in March, September and December each year as a 5-club / 9-hole game followed by a meal and 
prize giving. 
 
Oor Ryder Cup was held on 20th September with Kevin Scott Captain of America and Mike McDougall 
Captain of the European team. The result this year was Europe 22 points, America 11 points! 
Nearest the pin at the 2nd - Gordon Campbell. Nearest the pin in two shots at the 17th - Stuart Millar 
 
Due to lockdown restrictions, the popular Mancini Matchplay event was not held this year. Although there 
have been some restrictions on play in recent months it is pleasing to note that on average 35 Seniors have 
managed to attend on Monday mornings during this period in all weather conditions! 
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Prize giving - 28th June 2021 
Most Improved Player - John McGuire. Silver Trophy. 
Best Team Score - J. McGuire, J.Morrison and C. Leleux - 58 points 
Best Individual Points - Mike McDougall and Charles Leleux - 23 points 
Nearest the pin at the 2nd - George Shearer 
Nearest the pin in two shots at the 9th - John Mitchell 
Events for next Session Oct. ’21 - March ‘22 
 
A copy of our list of events and formats can be seen on the Club’s Website and includes the following 
highlights :- 
 
20th December ’21 - Christmas Competition - 5 club / 9-hole Turkey Trot over the Red Course followed by a 
meal and prize giving. 
28th March ’22 - End of Session 5 club / 9-hole game over the Yellow Course followed by a meal and 
presentation of prizes. 
 
Although our membership was capped earlier this year, we have recently been able to invite several new 
members to replace those that have decided to retire from the group. We are all now looking forward to 
the Winter Golf Session, when we can enjoy camaraderie with good friends over a drink (hot or cold), soup 
and a snack or a meal in the Clubhouse after the golf. Any Club Member over 55 years of age interested in 
joining the Monday morning Seniors Group please contact one of the following organisers :- 
Bill Rae, Hugh McKail, George Tindle, Mike McDougall. 
 
W M Rae – Joint Organiser 

 
Pro-Shop 
 

 
 

2021 has been a challenging yet busy year. Starting off with lockdowns certainly didn’t help us as green 
grass golf retailers while it seemed the online businesses boomed throughout that time. We are extremely 
grateful to anyone who got in touch throughout the lockdown period to place orders, book lessons or top 
up their shop accounts. Or just to say hello and check in on us. Thank you to you all. 
 
Once lockdown finished the golf industry as a whole boomed in every way. There were longer wait times 
for lessons (thank you for your patience), longer lead times in product arriving (again thank you for your 
patience) and huge increases in tee time demand (MASSIVE thanks for the patience on this one). 
 
This has had a significant effect on most golf retailers throughout the summer season stretching well into 
autumn and now the winter period. Whilst it has been great to be busy and to see more people playing 
golf than we have seen for a very long time, it has also been extremely challenging in getting product and 
in a reasonable time frame especially towards the latter part of the year. This looks to continue into next 
year with suppliers currently not sure when it might end. Our advice to you as a customer, especially when 
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it comes to getting new hardware (Drivers, Irons, wedges, putters etc.), is to get booked in and custom 
fitted sooner rather than later. If you are thinking of treating yourself this next season, get custom fitted in 
January for a potential March or possibly longer delivery giving you some time to get some use of the new 
product prior to the middle of a playing season. 
 
The Pro shop will see some fantastic new product landing from January onwards as we welcome in the 
2022 golfing season. Both Mark and Jordan continue with their PGA training and are also here to look after 
all of your golfing needs.  
 
Lastly, I would personally like to thank you all once again for your patience and most importantly support 
you have shown us over the past year. Please use us as your first stop before going anywhere else, our 
prices are very competitive and we do try to price match where possible. Christmas is just around the 
corner and we have some great product in store to suit all your golfing needs. We also offer lesson 
vouchers and shop vouchers should you not be able to make your mind up on what Santa could deliver this 
year.  
 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to you all when it arrives, 
 
Gareth Hardy - Head PGA Golf Professional 
 


